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Making sense of Thailand's southern
violence: Islam and legitimacy

Thailand's Malay Muslim majority Southern border provinces have
been experiencing a renewed violent conflict since January 2004. This
presentation will explore the political underpinnings of the violence,
arguing that this is essentially a struggle over land, legitimacy and
power, rather than an example of a global or regional jihad. It will call
into question simplistic readings of the conflict which try to link the
conflict to problematic issues such as 'Islamic violence' and the

‘global war on terror'.

Duncan McCargo is professor of Southeast Asian politics at the University of Leeds,
UK and Southeast Asia editor for the Journal of Asian Studies. He has published a
number of books, including the edited volume Rethinking Thailand's Southern Violence
(NUS Press, 2007). After spending a year conducting fieldwork in Pattani, Thailand, he
has been working on a book entitled “Tearing Apart the Land: Islam and Legitimacy in
Southern Thailand”, which is forthcoming from Cornell University Press.
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