China Speaker Series 2006

The Carolina Asia Center is sponsoring a China Speaker Series for 2006. This is the first
talk in this Series which aims to bring eminent and interesting China scholars to Chapel
Hill.

Temporary Migration in Lhasa in 2005: Characteristics and Structures

In 1999 the Chinese government launched a national strategy of developing the “West.”
Spurred by perceptions of uneven development, the Government sought a more balanced
investment strategy. This strategy seeks to promote development in the “West” through
investment and huge infrastructure projects. An important impact of this strategy has
been internal migration and competition between local laborers and in-migrants. The
Tibet Autonomous Region has seen a large number of temporary migrants moving in.
This presentation reports the results of a survey focusing on temporary migration
conducted in Lhasa City in 2005, covering 1470 migrants. Based on the information
obtained from this survey, the basic characteristics of this migration are detailed and a
comparison can be made with temporary migration in other Chinese cities.

Dr. Ma Rong

Date: Tuesday, February 21, 2006
Time: 5:00PM
Location: Toy Lounge, 4th Fl, Dey Hall

Dr. Ma Rong is Professor and Chair of the Department of Sociology and Director of the
Institute of Sociology and Anthropology, Peking University, China. He holds an MA and
PhD from Brown University. He has written or edited numerous books (in both Chinese
and English) on ethnicity and development, including Population and Society of Tibet
(Beijing: Tong-Xin Press 1996), China’s Rural Entrepreneurs (Singapore: Times
Academic Press 1995) and Introduction to Sociology of Ethnicity (Beijing: Peking
University Press 2005). Dr. Ma is currently a visiting professor at Duke University



